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ABSTRACT 

In order to master the Engineering knowledge and skills better, 

Engineering students should own the English language competence. For non-native 

English users, mastering English is even more important, not only for their academic 

life but also for their prospective career. Knowing English allows people to enjoy 

their life and work no matter where they are. Most of the scientific papers or journals 

in the world are written in English.  Most of the engineering graphs are also marked 

in English. Moreover, most engineering professors in various universities are also 

conducting their lectures in English. Hence, engineering students should at least 

master the Basic English ability to deal with the countless English lectures, tutorials, 

labs, projects and papers. Finally, they have to submit their important thesis, still in 

English. Engineers usually work in groups since their task can seldom be solved by 

an individual. So they have to avoid fear of speaking English. The property of their 

work determines that being an engineer needs to cooperate and communicate with 

different people from different part of the world. For non-native English speakers, 

unfortunately, most of the engineers speak English as the first language or the 

working language. In order to understand and coordinate with their colleagues and 

accomplish their projects fluently, Engineers have to speak good English. As to 

compete in the Global context, they need a specific set of language skills for their. 

Today, it is effective communication in English fetches students their dream jobs; 

helps a professional surge ahead of others; keeps a float in dizzy height of 

achievements in multinational companies.  
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Introduction: 

English is a language, a form of communication meant to be practiced 

together with other people. Mostly Engineers of Non-native English speakers think it 

as ESL (English as a Second Language) as they experience difficulties in developing 

and delivering their message when speaking to a group of people on stage, in a board 

room or during one-on-one conversations. Everybody wants to learn English and 

improve their communication skills these days and they know exactly what they need 

in today's highly-globalized world but a small helping hand is needed to learn the 

language skills. Engineering students have to use English to deal comprehensively 

with the countless lectures conducted in English, comprehend countless sentences 

and paragraphs written in English in the engineering text books and reference books, 

tutorials, projects and dissertation papers. In their role as facilitators of learning, 

faculty is expected to be able to communicate effectively with students using the best 

techniques of learning the language, as audio displays, PPT’s, conducting active 

exercises and creating collaboration in the classroom situation. Although students 
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think that accent and grammar errors were major barriers in learning, a good teacher 

should be an interesting presenter with the ability to make knowledge interesting for 

the students, which requires a good mastery of language skills. In the new millennium 

there is a need for increased professional development to sustain in the industrial and 

technical sector. Multilingual skills are considered a salient element in the make-up 

of the new global engineer. 

 

Motivation towards language 

An English teacher has to motivate the NNES towards the language learning 

which paves way to step out of their academic life and enter into real life to work; the 

most important thing is to socialize with people around. Engineers are working in a 

team without proper communication; they will never be able to create the world 

today. Through conversation in English language, we are able to communicate with 

others in a big community. An engineering student’s require competence in his 

English language in order to succeed in his prospect career. Effective communication 

skills are indispensable to move them up on the corporate ladder. Keeping this in 

mind, the English language teacher has to play an important role by taking a judicious 

responsibility to help the aforesaid students in developing their communication skills. 

 

Enhancing listening skills 

Learning is understood as a discursive practice that involves the dynamic, 

evolving and active participation of engineering students. Language learning is a 

skill-oriented activity and needs an entirely different pedagogic approach from the 

one used for other conventional Courses. There is a good saying in English; one 

cannot become a good communicator unless one is a good listener‖. So, the teachers 

of English have to make students to realize one important thing that is to become 

effective communicators, consequently good listeners.  

 

Basic elements of listening 

Listening needs to focus on at least a few basic elements, to begin with: 

Tense, Gender, Singular/Plural, Proper names (masculine/feminine), Lexical choice, 

Technical terms and engineering and technology jargon. Students should be taught to 

recognize correctly the connotation (literal and idiomatic meanings) of utterances 

they listen to. Tone must be interpreted correctly. Note that the correct use of tense, 

gender, lexical denotation and connotation continues to be a problem with first year 

as well as junior and senior year engineering students of NNES(Non- native English 

speakers) Listening is not simply hearing, it involves some higher order skills. 

Recognition of sounds and dialectal features are only one aspect of the listening skill. 

Since after graduation students may have to deal with the varieties and comprehend 

them correctly, so it is important to give some exposure to these speech recognition 

aspects. English Language Communication Skills Laboratory helps the NNS students 

as well as English medium students to cope up in learning the language skills. 
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Strategies of listening 

 English teacher should insist his/her students to learn at their own pace and 

assess their proficiency by listening to various audio-visual materials to 

enhance their listening skills. Students can record their own voice and play 

back for self evaluation.  

 It acts as a platform for learning, practicing and producing language skills 

through interactive lessons and communicative mode of teaching. In the 

classroom situation, teacher needs to choose a short article from a newspaper 

or a magazine and read it aloud to the entire class. 

After the reading task is completed the teacher should ask a few questions to 

get quick response from the students verbally and then ask them to write their 

answers on the sheet of paper. Then their listening skills can be evaluated.  

 Encourage them to get a film, or listen to an English radio station, but not to 

watch an entire film or listen for two hours. Students should often listen, but 

they should listen for short periods - five to ten minutes. This should happen 

four or five times a week.  Even if they don't understand anything, five to ten 

minutes is a minor investment. Students must have the patience to wait for 

results. If a student continues this exercise over two to three months 

their listening comprehension skills will greatly improve. 

  Encourage them to listen to the conversations, speeches of public speaking, 

dialogues and video lectures. 

  Give them difficult words and make them search for the correct 

pronunciation in the Cambridge English dictionary to listen the correct sound, 

rhythm and intonation. 

 

Enhancing speaking skills   

A student of Engineering and Technology cannot ignore the basic skills of 

communication. The need for engineering students to acquire communication skills 

along with technical skills, to facilitate career success and community engagement 

has been increasingly in the present Romania. English trainer must profess NNES the 

importance of “Learning to speak a foreign language requires more than knowing its 

grammatical and semantic rules”. He further motivates that learners must also acquire 

knowledge of how native speakers use the language in the context of structured 

interpersonal exchange, in which many factors interact. 

 

Strategies of speaking 

 Improve English language fluency, learning from mistakes to the NNES and 

also the native learner which makes them develop problem-solving skills. 

  Encourage pupil for Oral Presentations- Prepared and Extemporaneous 

speaking. 
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 Encourage Role plays i.e., taking a role of an existing character or person and 

acting it out with a partner taking someone else's role, often involving 

different genres of practice. 

  Make them to participate in telephone conversations, situational dialogues, 

describing objects/situations/people and giving directions.  

 Make them practice in learning phonetic sounds of English-Vowels, 

Diphthongs and Consonants. Encourage them to learn Stress and Intonation 

of the vocabulary and sentences. 

  Conduct ‘Just a minute’ Sessions (JAM) to enhance them in generating vast 

vocabulary in a short span of time.  

 Conduct Debates to mobilise them towards learning language unconsciously.  

 Train them to use language effectively to face interviews, group discussions, 

public speaking. 

 

Enhancing reading skills 

‖ Reading is an important communicative process and reading skills are 

probably the most important language skills required for academic and professional 

purposes. Comprehension in reading refers to the identification of the central theme, 

main ideas, supporting details, and writing patterns. Reading helps a student improve 

his vocabulary, develops his comprehension ability and increases his language style. 

Hence, the teacher should take this into consideration and help the student master the 

skills of reading. The learners can be encouraged by allowing them to follow the 

different methods of reading such as skimming, scanning, intensive and extensive 

reading to analyse the given context. 

 

Strategies of reading 

 Reading may be defined as a cognitive ability to select the right strategy and 

hence distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information more quickly.  

 The English language teacher should encourage his/her students to develop 

their visual perception skills perfectly. 

 

 Encourage the students cultivate the habit of reading passages from 

the computer monitor or reference books, thus providing them with the 

required facility to face computer-based competitive exams such 

GRE, TOEFL, GMAT etc. 

  NNES gets fear of correct pronunciation in the class room situation. So as to 

reduce it, make them read periodicals, newspapers, magazines, and even 

some novels and poetry also. 

  Observe the students pre-reading, while reading& post-reading abilities and 

make them follow collaborative and comprehensive reading. 
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Enhancing writing skills 

It is a welcome development that people in the field of technical and 

professional education have now recognized the emerging scenario and are 

supporting the view that English is the dominant language of science and technology 

and an indispensable part in an engineer’s professional training which needs 

communication as well as drafting skills. However NNES Students often resort to 

decoding English into their mother tongue or the first language whichever they find 

convenient and then reinterpret their thoughts into English, a situation potential for 

occurrence of considerable misinterpretation. This results in the inability to clearly 

express their thoughts in both written and spoken forms; all of which translates into 

high communication failure potential. It is teacher’s responsibility to enlighten the 

drafting skill among the engineering students. 

 

Strategies of Writing 

 Show sentence connecters and sentences showing comparison to the 

engineering students. 

  In reflective post-writing assignments, students articulate how a current 

essay or draft uses comments provided on the previous one to improve the 

quality of writing. 

  They write it on the top of their current essay and then use two sentences to 

explain how the new essay implements that suggestion. 

  Initiate them into greater use of the computer in resume preparation, report 

writing, format-making and letter writings. 

  Train them in note making & note taking techniques.  

 Encourage them in enriching the discourse competence, to prepare the learner 

to be able to produce contextualized written text and speech. 

  Good writing goes beyond, just using proper grammar.   

 

Conclusion 

As English is the predominant language for International commerce, trade, 

International relations, tourism, science, technological research, and education, the 

trainer has to focus on strategies to develop language skills for NNES students. NNES 

of Engineering have to use English to deal comprehensively with the countless 

lectures conducted in English, comprehend countless sentences and paragraphs 

written in English in the engineering text books and reference books, tutorials, 

projects and dissertation papers to avoid fear of English. Besides that the world is 

increasingly becoming a small place and job opportunities are not just limited to India 

alone, thus competence in English is very important for the engineering students in 

India, not only for their academic career but also for their prospective professional 

life. With this background it is the responsibility of an English teacher to explore the 

teaching-learning process effectiveness and the perspectives on the proficiency in 
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English for our engineers. Majority of the NNES lack analytical thinking skills, 

debating and public speaking skills, it affects their problem solving abilities and 

proficiency in using the language.  In fact, lacking adequate communications skills of 

NNES can inhibit an engineer’s ability to get a job at some of the larger technology 

companies. This paper therefore explores the enhancement of language skills among 

NNES students and their impact on their professional life.  
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